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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS — YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARD
The Scientific Committee of AICT 2026 invites hematologists, hematology trainees, and nursing professionals working in hematology and cell therapy to submit an original abstract on the applications of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in this field. The best abstract, as selected by the Scientific Committee, will receive the AICT 2026 Young Investigator Award.
1. About the Award
The AICT 2026 Young Investigator Award recognizes the most interesting and scientifically rigorous abstract submitted to the congress. The award includes:
1. Full reimbursement of travel expenses (economy class flight or train) to Barcelona, Spain.
1. Hotel accommodation for the night(s) required to attend the congress.
1. A dedicated 10-minute oral presentation slot during the congress (13:00–13:15, "Presentation of the Abstract Award Winner"), which will receive an economic compensation.
Travel and accommodation arrangements will be coordinated directly by the AICT 2026 Organizing Committee. Expenses outside the agreed scope (e.g., additional nights, upgraded fares, per diems) are not covered unless otherwise agreed in writing.
2. Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible for submission and for the Young Investigator Award, applicants must meet all of the following criteria:
1. Be a physician (hematologist or hematology trainee) or a nurse working in hematology and/or cellular therapy.
1. <40 years old
1. Be affiliated with an institution based in a European Union (EU) Member State or the United Kingdom (UK), for travel reimbursement purposes.
1. Submit the abstract as first author; the first author must be the presenting author in case of award.
Early-career professionals (residents, fellows, PhD students, and early-career nurses) are particularly encouraged to apply, in line with the congress's goal of engaging the next generation of clinicians and researchers in AI-driven hematology.
3. Topics
Abstracts must address the application of Artificial Intelligence in Hematology and/or Cellular Therapy. Suggested (non-exhaustive) topics include:
1. Predictive models for transplant or CAR-T eligibility, response, and outcomes
1. AI for hematological morphology, diagnostics, and image analysis
1. Digital twins and synthetic data in hematological diseases
1. Toxicity prediction (e.g., CRS, ICANS, GvHD) using machine learning
1. Remote patient monitoring, digital health, and patient empowerment tools
1. Natural language processing of clinical records in hematology
1. Clinical decision-support systems and workflow optimization
4. Abstract Structure & Format
Abstracts must be written in English and follow a standard structured scientific format (consistent with major hematology congresses, e.g., ASH):
1. Title — concise and descriptive (maximum 20 words).
1. Authors & Affiliations — full names, institution(s), city/country. Indicate the presenting author.
1. Background/Introduction — rationale and objective of the study.
1. Methods — study design, population/dataset, and analytical or AI approach used.
1. Results — key findings, with quantitative data where applicable.
1. Conclusion — main take-away message and clinical/scientific relevance.

Formatting requirements:
1. Word limit: 300 words maximum (title, authors, and affiliations excluded).
1. One table and/or one figure may be included, within the word limit.
1. Font: Calibri or Times New Roman, 11 pt, single-spaced.
1. File format: Word (.docx) or PDF.
1. Up to 5 keywords may be listed below the abstract.
5. Submission Guidelines
1. Language: English only.
1. Abstracts must be uploaded through the official AICT 2026 congress web platform.
1. Each author may submit a maximum of one abstract as first author.
1. By submitting, authors confirm the work is original and has not been previously published or awarded.
1. A short conflict-of-interest declaration must be included with the submission.
1. Incomplete submissions or those not adhering to the required structure and word limit will not be considered for evaluation.
6. Evaluation Criteria
All eligible abstracts will be evaluated and scored by the AICT 2026 Scientific Committee. Evaluation will be conducted according to the following standard criteria:
	Criterion
	Weight
	Description

	Originality & Innovation
	25%
	Novelty of the AI approach or clinical question addressed.

	Scientific Rigor & Methodology
	25%
	Soundness of study design, dataset, and analytical/AI methods.

	Relevance to AI in Hematology / Cell Therapy
	20%
	Direct applicability to the congress's scope.

	Clarity of Presentation
	15%
	Clear, structured, and well-written abstract.

	Potential Clinical/Scientific Impact
	15%
	Potential to influence clinical practice or future research.



Final scoring, ranking, and selection of the awardee are at the sole discretion of the AICT 2026 Scientific Committee, whose decision is final and not subject to appeal.
7. Important Dates
	Milestone
	Date

	Abstract submission deadline
	Friday, October 9, 2026

	Notification of results / award winner
	To be confirmed (3 weeks before the congress)

	Congress & Award Presentation
	Friday, November 6, 2026 (13:00–13:15)



8. Contact
For questions regarding abstract submission or the Young Investigator Award, please contact the AICT 2026 Organizing Committee (contact e-mail to be confirmed).
AICT 2026 Scientific Committee: Dr. Melinda González · Dr. Gabriel Moreno · Dr. Adrián Mosquera · Dr. Alberto Mussetti · Dr. Roni Shouval · Dr. Anna Sureda
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